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A Little History of Jewish Enrollment in Higher Learning

As you read:  What was the original purpose of the SAT?  What is the wonderful irony of the story of Stanley Kaplan?
"In Effort to Lift Their Rankings, Colleges Recruit Jewish Students." That was the front page headline from the April 29, 2002, Wall Street Journal. The article tells a marvelous tale of tantalizing ironies. "'Yes, we're targeting Jewish students,' Chancellor Gordon Gee told a March 17 board meeting of the Vanderbilt affiliate of Hillel, the nonprofit national Jewish campus organization. 'There's nothing wrong with that. That's not affirmative action. That's smart thinking…”
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The irony arises from the Ivy League's historic efforts, from the 1920s until at least the end of World War II, to use "quotas" and other means to constrain the number of Jews attending Ivy League schools. One delights at how interesting it would be if one could listen to a conversation between Chancellor Gee and A. Lawrence Lowell, Harvard's president in 1922. 
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…Between 1880 and 1920, [American tolerance of Jews] changed. The pogroms of Russia and the open immigration policies of the United States brought millions of Eastern European Jews through Ellis Island and other ports of entry into the United States. By 1920, the United States had 3.6 million Jews representing 3.4 percent of the country's 106 million people. Thus, while the U.S. population more than doubled, the number of Jews had increased fourteen fold. 

These new arrivals may have been "People of the Book," but most were illiterate or nearly so. Opportunities for learning in areas now called Russia, Poland, Byelorussia, Ukraine, and the Baltic states were almost nonexistent for Jews. In that part of the world, so hard on Jews for so long, education may have been treasured, but only in an abstract "next year in Jerusalem" sort of way. Poverty, serfdom, and the kind of anti-Semitism that led to the pogroms afforded very limited opportunities for schools and schooling. When tested at Ellis Island upon arrival, most Jews performed poorly on what were then considered reliable measures of intelligence. And no group of people was more put off by the illiterate, pushy, difficult new group of Jews than the old line Our Crowd German Jews of the Upper East Side.

[image: image3.jpg]ol Very Lovely Fuaining Manual.
By Dan Greenburg



But if the United States offered a modicum of safety for the oppressed and a chance to prosper, it also offered an opportunity for education. The newly arrived Jews grabbed it like water in the Sahara. First in the public grade schools and high schools as well as the night schools one could attend while holding down a job, Jews went after whatever education they could get. Later, with the same zest, they pursued education in the Eastern colleges, many of them part of today's Ivy League. At Harvard, Jewish enrollment reached 6 percent by 1909 and soared to 22 percent by 1922. At Columbia University, more convenient because of its New York location, Jewish enrollment .climbed to 40 percent of the student body and at Hunter College, it was 80 percent.

This was the "Jewish problem" facing Lowell at Harvard and his colleagues at other Ivy League schools. The flood of Jews was displacing old-line Gentile Americans. And, it was all happening in the emerging era of eugenics, when tests, such as those administered earlier at Ellis Island and later on World War I Army recruits, were believed to have clearly established that people of Nordic, Alpine, and similar Western and Northern European backgrounds were intellectually superior to blacks, Jews, "Mediterraneans," and others of Southern and Eastern European origin…
[In] 1926, Harvard and other Ivy League schools began using the SAT test to replace the admissions test on which urban Jews had performed well. The SAT was grounded in the earlier Ellis Island and U.S. Army World War I tests in which Jews, among others, had performed poorly. That the poor performance was largely based on the lower literacy of the foreigners and their unfamiliarity with English and American terminology was not perceived to be the principal cause for the poor test performance. Here was a test that had provided evidence Jews did not perform well; its use might help bring about the desired results. Moreover, the fact that some of the SAT questions were developed and tested on Princeton freshman and Cooper Union students (all scholarship recipients), demonstrated that smart Gentiles did well on the tests. Ironically, as time passed and Jews became literate, absorbed American terminology, and learned how to take such tests, the outcomes completely reversed. But that was in the future and not anticipated when SAT testing began in 1926. 

...Ironically, it was a Jew who saw an entrepreneurial opportunity in the SAT tests. Stanley Kaplan (left) began his SAT test preparation company in 1946. It focused on training students to take the tests. While training students to take the test might have been considered "untoward," or sort of like cheating in the 1950s, it has evolved to become the standard. Now, if one doesn't strive to learn how to take the SAT, you do yourself a grave disservice. Today Kaplan's company is a $500 million a year enterprise owned by the Washington Post and is only the largest of a number of such companies.

From jewishachievement.com

How a Harvard Man should look:  Preppie and WASP (White Anglo-Saxon Protestant)





In the 1960s, writer Dan Greenburg uncovered the secret of why Jewish kids do so well in school!  My Mom was a Jewish mother, and she was Irish. Many of you are in this class because you have “Jewish Mothers.”  You should count your blessings already!








